
 
 

Conference Schedule 
Times listed are Eastern 

Wednesday, October 28, 2020 
10:00am – 4:00pm Help Desk Open 
10:30am – 11:00am Sponsor Showcase Open 
10:30am – 4:00pm Posters Available for Viewing 
11:00am – 11:15am Welcome & Opening Remarks 
11:15am – 12:15pm Keynote:  Supporting Parents: Pivoting the Focus of Autism Intervention During the COVID-19 

Pandemic  
Dr. Dan Li 

12:15pm – 12:30pm Transition Break – Sponsor Showcase Open 
12:30pm – 1:30pm International Session - African Panel: Harnessing Leadership in IDD/MI in Africa: A Multi- 
   Cultural Perspective 

Dr. Charity Funfe Tatah Mentan, Macdonald M. Metzger, Mikala Mukongolwa 

1:30pm – 2:00pm Lunch Break and Poster Chat 1 

2:00pm - 3:00pm Concurrent Sessions 
Session 1: Making Virtual Vital through COVID-19 
David Hingsburger MEd, Vita Community Living Services; Miranda Khemchand MA Candidate,  
Vita Community Living Services; Chanelle Salonia MA, Vita Community Living Services 

Session 2: Stop Talking! Guidelines for Ethical Listening 
Derrick Dufresne BA, CRA; Daniel Howell MS, Dhowell Group 
 

Session 3: Research Symposia: Improving Social Functioning in Prader-Willi syndrome 
Elizabeth Roof MA, Vanderbilt University 
 

COVID Presentation 1: Coronavirus Training for Direct Support Professionals 
Amy Jerum (DNP, FNP, CPNP, PMHS), University of Rochester; Elizabeth Kiss (DNP, FNP-BC, RN), 
St. John Fisher College; Jesse Redlo (Ed.D.), St. John Fisher College 
 

3:00pm – 3:30pm COVID Collaboration – Moderated Discussion Related to COVID Presenation 1  
   This session is a follow up joint discussion from the 2:00pm – 3:00pm COVID Session.  

3:00pm – 3:30pm Transition Break for Sessions 1 – 3; Sponsor Showcase Open 

3:30pm - 4:30pm Concurrent Sessions 
Session 4: Positive Behavior Support Bag of Tricks 
Dan Baker Ph.D., Minnesota DHS; Steve Dahl (MSW, LGSW), MN DHS; Kelli Hammond (BCBA, 
MS), MN DHS 
 

Session 5: Employment Contributes to Wellness 
Lindsay Alexander BS, Minnesota State Operated Community Services; Jolene Juhl BS, State of 
Minnesota 
 

Session 6: NADD Accreditation Influence on Organizational Culture 
David Fye MS, Fayette Resources, Inc; Kelly Knarr BS, Fayette Resources, Inc; John McGongile 
MD, PA Autism Training Institute, LLC. 

4:30pm   End of Day 1 



Thursday, October 29, 2020 
10:00am – 5:00pm Help Desk Open 

10:30am – 11:00am Sponsor Showcase Open 

10:30am – 4:00pm Posters Available for Viewing 

11:00am – 11:15am Welcome & Opening Remarks 

11:15am – 12:15pm Keynote:  Extending the Biopsychosocial Model by Integrating Theory of Mind: The I-M 
Approach 
Joseph Shrand, MD 

12:15pm – 12:30pm Transition Break – Sponsor Showcase Open 

12:30pm – 1:30pm International Session – Barcelona, Spain: A Model of Psycho-Social Support for Caregivers 
Pere Bonet, MD 

1:30pm – 2:00pm Lunch Break and Poster Chat 2 

2:00pm - 3:00pm Concurrent Sessions 
Session 7: Positive Psychology: Transforming Uncertainty into Hope 
Amy Greer Ph.D., Louisiana Dept of Health; Brandi Kelly Ph.D., Louisiana Department of Health 
OCDD 

Session 8: Measuring Trauma-Informed Care Across Sectors 
Steven Brown Psy.D., Traumatic Stress Institute of Klingberg Family Centers; John Engel MA, 
Traumatic Stress Institute of Klingberg Family Centers 

Session 9: Transitions, Community and Forsenics 
Larry Lipsitz MEd, Clifton T. Perkins Maximum Security Hospital; Lori Mannino LCSW-C, State of 
Maryland Department of Health 

COVID Presentation 2:  Post-Pandemic Planning: Reaching The New Normal 
Kevin Aldridge, Aldridge Palay Group 

3:00pm – 3:30pm COVID Collaboration – Moderated Discussion Related to COVID Presenation 2  
   This session is a follow up joint discussion from the 2:00pm – 3:00pm COVID Session.  

3:00pm – 3:30pm Transition Break for Sessions 7 – 9; Sponsor Showcase Open 

3:30pm - 4:30pm Concurrent Sessions 
Session 10: Fireproof - Deepening our resilience against burnout 
Lara Palay MA, Aldridge Palay Consulting  

Session 11: Family Therapy for Youth With IDD 
Brian Tallant LPC, Aurora Mental Health Center  
 

Session 12: Leveraging What Matters in Family Communications 
Julia Pearce, Utah Parent Center; Jennifer Phillips MMC, Western State Hospital  

 
4:30pm   End of Day 2 
 
  



Friday, October 30, 2020 
10:00am – 5:00pm Help Desk Open 

10:30am – 11:00am Sponsor Showcase Open 

10:30am – 4:00pm Posters Available for Viewing 

11:00am – 12:00pm Opening Remarks & Annual Awards Ceremony 

12:00:pm – 12:30pm Lunch Break & Visit Sponsor Showcase 

12:30pm – 1:30pm Keynote Presentation: Leveraging Technology in the Developing World – Respond, Reimagine 
and Reform 
Ms Archana Chandra & Dr Anaita Hegde 

1:30pm – 2:30pm Concurrent Sessions 
Session 13: Trauma-Informed Transformation in I/DD Organizations 
Steven Brown Psy.D., Traumatic Stress Institute of Klingberg Family Centers; Brenda Bryant 
MSW, Key Human Service  
 

Session 14: ACT and the Choice Point 
Susan Smith (LBA, BCBA, LMHC), Woodward Resource Center  

 

Session 15: EBPs for ASD & Co-occurring Conditions 
Joanna Mussey Ph.D., UNCG  
 

COVID Presentation 3:  Alternative Program Planning: Data-Driven Services 
Heather Hermans DSW, Vita Community Living Services; Amanda Partab SSW, Vita Community 
Living Services; Chanelle Salonia MA, Vita Community Living Services 

 

2:30pm – 3:00pm COVID Collaboration – Moderated Discussion Related to COVID Presenation 3  
   This session is a follow up joint discussion from the 2:00pm – 3:00pm COVID Session, and all 
   attendees are invited to participate.  

2:30pm – 3:00pm Transition Break for Sessions 13 - 15; Sponsor Showcase Open 

3:00pm – 4:00pm Concurrent Sessions 
Session 16: Teaching Coping Strategies through Video Modeling 
Melissa Heath PhD, Brigham Young University; Alex Wheatley MEd, Brigham Young University  
 

Session 17: Affirming Neurodiversity and Gender Clinically 
Kristin Campos PhD, Resilience Psychological Collaborative, Inc.; Gratton Finn LMFT; Ben Morsa  
Psy.D. 

Session 18: Disability Informed Therapy: What It Is 
David Hingsburger MEd, Vita Community Living Services  
 

4:00pm – 4:30pm Closing Remarks & Annual Membership Meeting 

4:30pm   Conference Adjourns 
 


